
DEVELOPMENTS OVER TIME

WHAT IS CONSERVATION BANKING?

Let’s say a linear project (road, pipeline, 
etc.) is planned to go through the habitat of 
a protected species.

To avoid and minimize impact on the 
habitat, the road siting is adjusted and the 
footprint minimized. �e remaining impact 
must be compensated within the habitat 
(known as “service area”).

�e project developer could purchase 
credits from a conservation bank, fund 
an in-lieu fee program, or conduct their 
own permittee reponsible mitigation.
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�e Endangered Species Act (ESA) prohibits take (meaning, killing, harming, 
hunting, etc.) of listed species. However, there are provisions for authorizing 
take of listed species, either through consultation with a federal agency or 
Habitat Conservation Plans on private property. Avoidance and minimization of 
impacts to listed species are required. Project proponents may address any 
remaining take through compensatory mitigation. Conservation banking, one 
form of compensatory mitigation, provides mitigation in advance of project 
impacts, and is often created by private sector actors. Conservation banking may 
be used under both Section 7 and Section 10 of the ESA.

Other forms of compensatory mitigation:
Permittee-responsible mitigation is completed 
on a project-by-project basis by the project 
proponent, in-lieu fee mitigation is 
accomplished by a government agency or 
non-pro�t organization using funds collected 
by permittees, and newly developed habitat 
exchanges operate as a clearinghouse between 
buyers and sellers.

PROPOSED PROJECT ADJUSTED PROJECT COMPENSATORY MITIGATION OPTIONS

2003

2007

FWS National 
Guidance

2016

ESA Compensatory
Mitigation Policy

1-5 BANKS

111

6-15 BANKS

195,896 ACRES 
HAVE BEEN PROTECTED UNDER 

CONSERVATION BANKS

HOW IT WORKS

HABITAT HABITAT

CONSERVATION BANK

POSSIBLE 
PERMITTEE
RESPONSIBLE
SITES

IN-LIEU
FEE SITE

0



CONSERVATION BANK CREDITS
Conservation bank credits are units representing conservation and 
management for a listed species on bank lands. Seventy percent of credits are 
based on acres of habitat for a particular species, but credits can also be based 
on “the amount of habitat required to support a breeding pair; a wetland unit 
along with its supporting uplands; or some other measure of habitat or its value 
to the listed species.”  �ere are over 77 species credit types—each with its own 
credit calculation methodology. Determining how to calculate credits can be 
challenging as there is no speci�c guidance on credit calculation. 

�e Electric Power Research Institute, Inc. (EPRI, 
www.epri.com) conducts research and development relating 
to the generation, delivery and use of electricity for the 
bene�t of the public. An independent, nonpro�t 
organization, EPRI brings together its scientists and 
engineers as well as experts from academia and industry to 
help address challenges in electricity, including reliability, 
e�ciency, a�ordability, health, safety and the environment. 
EPRI also provides technology, policy and economic 
analyses to drive long-range research and development 
planning, and supports research in emerging technologies. 
EPRI members represent 90% of the electric utility revenue 
in the United States with international participation in 35 
countries. EPRI’s principal o�ces and laboratories are 
located in Palo Alto, Calif.; Charlotte, N.C.; Knoxville, 
Tenn.; and Lenox, Mass.
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AVERAGE PRICE

PER CREDIT

$15,000
PER CREDIT 

$31,683 

MEDIAN PRICE

THE RANGE OF CREDIT PRICES IN THE U.S.

$2,500 – $300,000
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https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Planning/Banking/Approved-Banks
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Planning/Banking/Approved-Banks
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Planning/Banking/Laws-and-Policies
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/Conservation_Banking_Guidance.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/conservation_banking.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/landowners/conservation-banking.html
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/improving_esa/cmp.html
http://www.forest-trends.org/documents/files/doc_2388.pdf
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